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Question: 
 
Senator CONROY: Did he indicate he was planning to travel to China?  
Ms E Kelly: It was certainly a request for personal leave. As to the details of it, I will seek to 
get some further detail on that. 
 Senator CONROY: Could we also clarify if there is a record of any discussions with Mr 
Robert about what was the purpose? So it is not just 'Was it in the letter?' Were people in the 
then Prime Minister's office aware of why he was seeking leave?  
Ms E Kelly: I will take that on notice. 
… 
Senator CONROY: I am just seeking some information which I think will be taken on notice. 
Will you provide to the committee the letter that Minister Robert wrote to former Prime 
Minister Abbott seeking leave?  
Senator WONG: I have asked for that.  
Senator CONROY: We have asked for that? And any other documentation between him and 
the PMO on why he wanted to leave.  
Ms E Kelly: I have taken that on notice, Senator Conroy.  
Senator CONROY: You won't commit to give it to us though?  
Ms E Kelly: I have taken it on notice, Senator Conroy. 
 
Answer: 
 
A copy of Mr Robert’s letter to the then Prime Minister, the Hon Tony Abbott MP, 
requesting personal leave in August 2014, is attached. 
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