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Question: 
 
Why did the Minister for Agriculture, and not the Prime Minister, announce the termination 
of Dr Paul Grimes as the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture? 
Was (a) the Prime Minister’s Office and/or (b) the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet consulted on the content of the Minister for Agriculture’s media statement relating to 
Dr Grimes’ termination? If so, when and how. If not, why not? 
 
Answer: 
 
It is a matter for the Prime Minister whether he or another Minister makes announcements on 
appointment matters. 
 
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Prime Minister’s Office were 
consulted on the contents of the Minister’s announcement. Comments by the Department 
were conveyed orally. 
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