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Question:

Was procedural fairness observed in relation to the termination of Dr Paul Grimes as
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture?

If so, how was Dr Grimes afforded procedural fairness?

Answer:

Yes.

Dr Grimes was consulted by Mr Thawley in relation to Mr Thawley’s view that the
establishment of a relationship of strong mutual confidence between Minister Joyce and
Dr Grimes was not a realistic prospect and that it was unlikely that Dr Grimes could
adequately fulfil the statutory role of a Secretary as the principal policy adviser to the

Minister. Dr Grimes was given the opportunity to respond.

Dr Grimes concurred with Mr Thawley’s assessment.



