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Question:

Did the Prime Minister advise Dr Grimes before he sought a report from the Secretary of
PM&C about Dr Grimes’ proposed termination?

Answer:

The Prime Minister did not seek a report from the Secretary of the Department of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet, Mr Thawley.

Based on discussions he had had with Dr Grimes, Mr Thawley concluded that the
establishment of a relationship of strong mutual confidence between the Minister for
Agriculture and Dr Grimes was not a realistic prospect. Mr Thawley felt that it was unlikely
that Dr Grimes could adequately fulfil the statutory role of a Secretary as the principal policy
adviser to the Minster.

Mr Thawley consulted Dr Grimes who concurred with this assessment.

Mr Thawley also consulted the Australian Public Service Commissioner, Mr Lloyd, who
agreed with Mr Thawley’s assessment.

Mr Thawley then provided a report to the Prime Minister under section 59 of the Public
Service Act 1999, prepared after consultation with Mr Lloyd.



