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Ms Mills: Our staff, from both our building area and our heritage area, looked at the bookcase and 
advised that there were two issues. It would be very difficult, because of its scale and because it had 
been built in one piece, to relocate it. It would be possible, but it would be relatively expensive. 
Equally, and perhaps more importantly from our perspective, the timber in the ministerial suite is of a 
different type to that in the backbench and senator suites, so it would not have been consistent with 
maintaining the heritage of that space. So on the basis of those discussions, and again I would have to 
take on notice exactly the timing of when we discussed with both the Department of Finance, who 
have a level of control in the ministerial wing, and obviously with the Attorney-General's Department 
as the home department, about an alternative brush box designed, reusable bookcase for the senator.  

Senator LUDWIG: So, in dealing with the chronology from that time onwards, could you include 
emails, and the dates, of the discussions between both—is it yourself and Mr Wilkins? Did you 
contact Mr Wilkins?  

Ms Mills: I did; I had a conversation with Mr Wilkins in, I think, November. I am sorry, I would have 
to check my records. 

Answer 

I spoke with Mr Wilkins by telephone on or around 26 November 2013. 

I wrote to Mr Wilkins on 27 November and Mr Wilkins replied on 28 November; copies of the 
letters are attached. 

There was email correspondence between our respective offices during December 2013 and 
January 2014 (copies of emails dated 19 and 20 December 2013 and 3, 9 and 10 January 
2014 attached). 
















