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Question No 58 

Program:  DFAT 

Topic:  Development Assistance Funds  

Question in Writing 

Senator Bullock 

 

Question 

DFAT Development Assistance Funds, Contracts and Abortion 
1. Provide copies of the following contracts listed in the Department 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2014-2015 Senate Order on Non-

Corporate Commonwealth Entity Contracts Listing Relating to the 

Period 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015: 

(i) International Planned Parenthood Federation, Contribution to 

International Planned Parenthood (Global), $8,500,000, 

1/6/2012-30/6/2016; 

(ii) International Planned Parenthood Federation, Contribution to 

International Planned Parenthood (Global), $5,000,000, 

22/5/2015-31/12/2016; 

(iii) International Planned Parenthood Federation, Regional 

Partnerships for reproductive Health Program (Pacific), 

$4,500,000, 15/12/2014-31/12/2017; 

(iv) Family Planning NSW, Australian Non-Government Organisation 

Program 14-15 (Global), $300,000, 1/7/2014-30/6/2015; 

(v) Marie Stopes International Australia, Australian Non-

Government Organisation Cooperation Program 14-15 (Global), 

$1,859,148, 1/7/2014-30/6/2015. 
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2. For each of the above contracts please specify: 

(i) for each financial year 2012-13 to 2014-15 payments made 

under the contract; 

(ii) what payments are still outstanding; and 

(iii) for the years 2015-16 to 2017-18 what payments are 

expected to be made.  

3. Are any other contracts with International Planned Parenthood 

Federation; Family Planning NSW; or Marie Stopes International 

Australia under consideration or being negotiated? 

4. Are there any other current contracts with organisations that 

provide abortion related services? 

5. Are there any other contracts under consideration or being 

negotiated with organisations that provide abortion related 

services? 

 

DFAT Development Assistance Funds, IPPF and Family Planning 

Association of Nepal 

 

1 Has the Family Planning Association of Nepal been a recipient of 

pooled donor funding from IPPF a proportion of which has been 

received from Australia? 

2 Does the Family Planning Association of Nepal provide abortions? 

What percentage of abortions performed in Nepal are provided by 

Family Planning Association of Nepal? 

3 Is the Department aware of the peer reviewed article Frost, M., Puri 

M., Hinde P. (2013) “Falling sex ratios and emerging evidence of 

sex-selective abortion in Nepal: evidence from nationally 

representative survey data” BMJ Open 3 (5)? 

4 If not will the department obtain and read a copy of this article? 

5 In the light of the evidence for a significant incidence of sex 

selection abortions in Nepal, what measure, if any, have been put 

in place by the Family Planning Association of Nepal to ensure that 



Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee 
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2015, 22 October 2015 

    
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE/IN WRITING 

 

Page 3 of 5 

no abortion it provides is being carried out for the reason of sex 

selection? 

6 Notwithstanding IPPF’s contract being subject to the Family 

Planning and the Aid Program: Guiding Principles which prohibit 

the use of Australian funds for sex selection abortion, is it the case 

that the Department has no documentation that indicates that the 

Family Planning Association of Nepal is aware of the obligation not 

to spend Australian funds on sex selection abortions? 

7 Even if the Family Planning Association of Nepal was aware of this 

obligation isn’t it the case that it receives a general grant from 

IPPF’s unrestricted donor pooled funds and would have no means of 

distinguishing Australian derived funds from other donor derived 

funds? 

8. Can the Department guarantee that no Australian funds have been 

used to fund sex selection abortions in Nepal? 

 

Answer 

1. See attached contracts.  Copies of the contracts have been redacted to maintain 

commercial-in-confidence interests and protect the personal information of 

stakeholders.  

2. See Annex 1 for details of yearly funding to contract partners. 

3. Yes. DFAT is currently preparing to negotiate a new core funding agreement 

with IPPF. 

4. Yes. DFAT is currently funding the following programs:  
a) Marie Stopes Timor-Leste (MSTL). 

b) Marie Stopes International (MSI) as part of the Partnering to Save Lives 

program in Cambodia.  

c) MSI in Papua New Guinea. 

d) MSI under the Australia Africa Community Engagement Scheme program.  

5. No. 

 

DFAT Development Assistance Funds, IPPF and Family Planning 

Association of Nepal 
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1. Yes. 

2. Yes. The Family Planning Association of Nepal (FPAN) estimates that it 

performed between 11 and 14 per cent of all abortions that took place in the 

years 2012, 2013, and 2014. The variation in the estimated percentage reflects 

different total numbers of abortions published by credible sources including the 

Government of Nepal. 

3. Yes. 

4. Not applicable. 

5. IPPF has confirmed that FPAN does not perform sex selection abortions under 

any circumstances. 

6. No.  

7. IPPF have confirmed that FPAN does not perform sex selection under any 

circumstances regardless of funding sources. 

8. Relevant contracted service providers have confirmed that they do not support 

sex selection abortion in Nepal. 

 

Annex 1: Yearly funding under listed contracts  

 Payments made: Outstanding 

payments 

Expected payments 

2015-16 to 2017-18 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Contribution to IPPF 

(Global) – SPRINT 

1/6/12-30/6/16 

Nil $1m $2 m Nil $2m to be paid in 

November 2015 

Contribution to IPPF 

(Global) – Core 

Contribution 22/5/15-

31/12/16 

N/A N/A $5m  Nil N/A 

Regional Partnerships for 

reproductive Health 

Program (Pacific) 

15/12/14 – 31/12/17 

N/A N/A $2.5 Nil $1m in 2015-16 

$1m in 2016-17 

Family Planning NSW*, 

ANCP 14-15 (Global) 

N/A  N/A $300,000 Nil N/A 
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1/7/14-30/6/15 

MSIA ANCP 14-15 

(Global)* 1/7/14-30/6/15 

N/A  N/A $1.8m Nil N/A 

*ANCP Payments refer to funding for the NGO’s overall programming received under the ANCP, 
which may include funding to abortion related services as well as a range of other programming. 
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