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Chair, before | begin, | would like to take this opportunity to welcome
the new Senators to the Committee. | am sure this committee will
provide you with a more effective understanding of veterans issues.

| would also like to officially welcome Shane Carmody to the position
of Chief Operating Officer within the Department. Mr Carmody had
previously held the position of Deputy President of the Repatriation
Commission, serving in this role with distinction and fundamental in
improving the administration of DVA. In his new position, Mr
Carmody will lead the reform agenda within DVA. | wish Mr Carmody
all the best with his new role and am confident Mr Carmody is well
placed to ensure DVA is client-focused, responsive and connected.

Additionally, Major General Mark Kelly AO DSC, Commissioner of the
Repatriation Commission is in attendance today, as his role has been
expanded to oversee the Veterans and Veterans Families
Counselling Service. | wish the Major General all the best with the
overseeing of VVCS, and this arrangement will continue to ensure
the separation of VVCS to the rest of the Department.

MENTAL HEALTH

At Senate Budget Estimates on 3 June 2014, | updated this
Committee on how tackling the mental health challenges facing
veterans and their families is a critical pillar of the Government’s plan
for veterans’ affairs.

The Government is determined not to repeat the mistakes made in
the past. We have learnt a lot from the experience of Vietnam
veterans, and there has also been considerable advances in the
knowledge of mental health.

Because mental health is such a high priority, | want to continue
addressing this major theme tonight — in particular how we are:

1. reaching out to veterans and their families on mental health;

2. reforming our business practices to promote access to quality
mental health care; and

3. strategically positioning the future of veteran mental health.






























