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Senator Leyonhjelm asked on 22 October 2015 on proof Hansard page 35

Question

SWA - Inadequately labelled veterinary chemical products 

Senator LEYONHJELM: Can you name a single agricultural veterinary chemical product that 
is considered to be inadequately labelled under the APVMA registration system?
Ms Collins: We have identified a number of those, yes.
Senator LEYONHJELM: Can you name any?
Ms Collins: I do not have those with me at the moment.
Senator LEYONHJELM: Can you take that on notice?
Ms Collins: I can, yes. 

Answer

Some labels approved for Agricultural and Veterinary (AgVet) products by the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) do not specify all of the hazards that 
the chemical possesses. This is generally the case for physico-chemical hazards like 
flammability and chronic health hazards like carcinogenicity.

Including information about the intrinsic hazards of chemicals through the hazard and 
precautionary statements from the Globally Harmonised System of Classification and 
Labelling (GHS) ensures duty holders and workers handling AgVet chemicals are provided 
with the same information about the hazards of the chemicals as workers in other sectors, 
allowing them to make decisions about controlling those risks.

We have selected eight AgVet chemicals which do not include label information for all 
intrinsic hazards. These chemicals are examples only and while there are many more, we 
have not attempted to produce an exhaustive list.

The examples were selected from the publically available database of registered Agricultural 
and Veterinary Chemicals maintained by the APVMA. Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and 
approved product labels were sourced from the manufacturer or importer’s website.

Below are summaries of the hazards for each of the example chemicals, with a comparison 
of the hazards communicated on the APVMA label and in the SDS. Excerpts of relevant 
parts of the APVMA labels and from the SDS are provided along with links to the full APVMA 
approved label and manufacturer’s SDS.

Note that Examples 1 to 4 are classified according to the previous ‘Approved Criteria for 
classifying hazardous substances’. However the same classification would result under the 
GHS. 
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Example 1. Walabi SC Fungicide
Link to SDS and label 
(www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productDetails.asp?id=124&tab=Resources)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as potentially carcinogenic, an irritant to eyes, 
and a skin sensitiser on repeated exposure.

The APVMA label only communicates the irritant and sensitization hazards with the 
statement “may irritate the eyes and skin, and “repeated exposure may cause allergic 
disorders”. The carcinogenic hazard is not communicated. 

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for Walabi SC Fungicide.

Excerpt from SDS for Walabi SC Fungicide. 

http://www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productDetails.asp?id=124&tab=Resources
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Example 2. Balance 750 WG Herbicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=7&tab=Resources)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as reproductively toxic - that is it can cause 
harm to the unborn child. This intrinsic hazard is not communicated on the label. Hazard 
statements related to eye and skin irritation (“Will irritate the eyes and skin”) are 
communicated on the label.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for Balance 750 WG Herbicide.

Excerpt from SDS for Balance 750 WG Herbicide. 

Example 3. Eclipse 100SC Herbicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=537&tab=Resources)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as acutely toxic by inhalation, carcinogenic, 
and as having specific target organ toxicity (liver and kidney) through repeated exposure if 
swallowed. Of these intrinsic hazards only the acute toxicity is communicated on the label.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for Eclipse 100SC Herbicide.

http://bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=7&tab=Resources
http://www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=7&tab=Resources
http://bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=537&tab=Resources
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Excerpt from SDS for Eclipse 100SC Herbicide. 

Example 4. Sakura 850 WG Herbicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=604&tab=Resources)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as potentially carcinogenic, as causing 
damage to organs (kidneys, urinary bladder, heart) through prolonged or repeated exposure 
if swallowed, and causing skin sensitization. Of these, only the skin sensitization is 
communicated – ‘repeated exposure may cause allergic disorders’ on the label. It should be 
noted that the carcinogenic hazard was identified as part of the human health risk 
assessment and was communicated on the label published in the APVMA public release 
summary (www.apvma.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication/13976-prs-pyroxasulfone.pdf) for 
this chemical, but is not present on the registered product label.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for Sakura 850 WG Herbicide.

Excerpt from SDS for Sakura 850 WG Herbicide. 

Example 5. AxiChem Brag 200 Herbicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.axichem.com.au/products/index.php?Herbicide/AC+Brag+200)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as a combustible liquid, a reproductive toxin, 
and having acute toxicity via inhalation and ingestion, specific target organ toxicity, and 
allergic reactions and aspiration hazard.

The intrinsic hazards related to acute inhalation and oral toxicity (poisonous if inhaled or 
swallowed) irritant/allergic reactions (may irritate eyes and skin), and aspiration hazard (do 

http://www.bayercropscience.com.au/cs/products/productdetails.asp?id=604&tab=Resources
http://apvma.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication/13976-prs-pyroxasulfone.pdf
http://apvma.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication/13976-prs-pyroxasulfone.pdf
http://www.axichem.com.au/products/index.php?Herbicide/AC+Brag+200
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not inhale spray mist) are communicated on the label. There is no communication of the 
combustibility, or the reproductive toxicity on the label.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for AxiChem Brag 200 Herbicide.

Excerpt from SDS for AxiChem Brag 200 Herbicide. 
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Example 6.AxiChem Petulant 250 EC Fungicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.axichem.com.au/products/index.php?Fungicide/AC+Petulant+250+EC)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as being a combustible liquid, having specific 
target organ toxicity to the central nervous system, causing allergic reactions to the skin, and 
posing an aspiration hazard. The label instructions communicate the irritation (will irritate 
nose, throat and skin), acute toxicity by oral and inhalation (harmful if swallowed) hazards. 
The hazard related to combustion is not communicated. 

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for AxiChem Petulant 250 EC Fungicide.

Excerpt from SDS for AxiChem Petulant 250 EC Fungicide

http://www.axichem.com.au/products/index.php?Fungicide/AC+Petulant+250+EC
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Example 7. Independents Own JET AWAY Blowfly and Lice Jetting Fluid for Sheep
Link to SDS and label
(www.apparentag.com.au/products.asp?productcategory=Animal%20Health&producttype=all)

The manufacturer has classified this product as being reproductively toxic and acutely toxic 
by ingestion. The intrinsic hazards related to acute toxicity by ingestion (poisonous if 
swallowed) and sensitisation (may cause allergic disorders) are communicated on the 
APVMA label but the reproductive toxicity hazard is not.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for Independents Own JET AWAY Blowfly and Lice 
Jetting Fluid for Sheep.

Excerpt from SDS for Independents Own JET AWAY Blowfly and Lice Jetting Fluid for 
Sheep.

http://www.apparentag.com.au/products.asp?productcategory=Animal%20Health&producttype=all
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Example 8. 4Farmers Chlorothalonil 720 Fungicide
Link to SDS and label
(www.4farmers.com.au/products/fungicides/chlorothalonil-720/)

The manufacturer has classified this chemical as being acutely toxic by inhalation, potentially 
carcinogenic, corrosive to the eyes, an irritant to the respiratory system, and a skin 
sensitizer. All the hazards except the carcinogenic hazard are communicated on the label.

Excerpt from APVMA approved label for 4Farmers Chlorothalonil 720 Fungicide

Excerpt from SDS for 4Farmers Chlorothalonil 720 Fungicide

https://www.4farmers.com.au/products/fungicides/chlorothalonil-720/

