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Committee Secretary
Education and Employment — Legislation Committee
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Committee Secretary

I am writing in relation to the Education and Employment — Legislation Committee's
2015−16 Supplementary Budget Estimates hearing on Wednesday 21 October 2015.

In response to a question on notice from Senator Carr (S015−000631 refers), the
Department indicated that further documents pertaining to the formation of the Nous
contract would be provided in due course.

On 4 February 2016, Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham wrote to the President of the
Senate providing further documents relating to Senator Carr's request. Please refer to the
attached documentation.

Yours sincerely

Jessie Borthwick

9 February 2016

Opportunity through learning

50 Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra ACT 2601
GPO Box 9880, Canberra ACT 2601 Phone (02) 6121 6000
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Some pages are omitted on public interest grounds, because they are duplicates, or in compliance with 
the terms of the Senate order. 
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Bold ideas | Engaging people | Influential, enduring solutions 
 

10 July 2015 

James Hart 

A/g Group Manager 

Higher Education Support Group 

Department of Education and Training 

James.hart@education.gov.au 

Dear James, 

Re: Independent assessment of stakeholder views on Higher Education 

Reform 

Following my conversation with Ms Jessie Borthwick, A/g Deputy Secretary, Higher Education, Research 

and International, I understand that the Minister for Education and Training, the Hon Christopher Pyne 

MP, wishes to commission myself and Nous Group (Nous) to undertake an independent consultation 

with stakeholders regarding reform to higher education policy and funding policy. 

Nous is pleased to offer the Department of Education and Training (the Department) our higher 

education sector and engagement expertise to undertake this assessment of key stakeholder views. Our 

aim will be to report objectively to the Minister, through your Department, the views, priority concerns 

and reform priorities to achieve a sustainable higher education system. 

Such a system would be built on the objectives of sustaining the demand driven system, maximising 

access and support for students in all parts of the higher education system and maximising the quality of 

the higher education offered. Also fundamental to a sustainable system would be ensuring the 

affordability of higher education for both students and the taxpayer. 

Our proposed approach is framed against the desirability of providing this assessment by early August 

and for the consultation to be open ended. By this we mean that we will be approaching key 

stakeholders agreed with you and doing so on the basis that they have the opportunity in our 

discussions to set the agenda for discussion. We will undoubtedly canvass issues arising from their views 

on the two reform bills so far considered by the Parliament, but will not attempt to limit them to those 

issues or options so far canvassed. 

The questions that we would put to stakeholders include: 

� What would they regard as the governing principles for a sustainable system? 

� What possibilities do they regard as potentially meeting those principles? 

� What implications do their possible options have for various affected groups or for other 

principles? 

� What implications do their possible options have for the budget? 

We will provide a concise and clear synthesis of stakeholder insights, our analysis of areas for possible 

consensus and the implications of such possible ways forward.  

A summary of our proposal is outlined in Table 1 overleaf. 
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