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Low-SES student applications 

Question

Low-SES student applications have gone up this year by 0.5%, while those from high-SES 
applicants have gone down by 1.0%, haven’t they? And offers to low-SES applicants fell less 
than medium or high-SES applicants – by 0.2%. Is that correct?
But low-SES applicants were less likely to receive an offer (79.9%) compared to high-SES 
applicants (82.8%) – is that right?
So low-SRS applicants are still disadvantaged, aren’t they? 

Answer

 Excluding WA, as at February 2015, applications from low SES applicants have 
increased by 0.5 per cent, while those from high-SES applicants have gone down by 
1.0 per cent, compared with the same time last year.

 Offers to applicants from a low SES background (excluding WA) have shown the smallest 
decrease (-0.2 per cent) compared with offers to applicants from a medium SES 
background (-0.7 per cent) and a high SES background (-1.9 per cent). 

 In February 2015, applicants from a low SES background had a lower offer rate in 
comparison with applicants from a high SES background, being 79.9 per cent and 
82.8 per cent respectively.

 Participation of domestic undergraduate students from a low SES background has 
increased from 16.2 per cent in 2009 to 17.3 per cent in 2013.


