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Access to CBMS 

Question

Senator O'NEILL:  Can I go to outcome 1.1 again. Has the department, on its own or in 
conjunction with other departments, the capacity to project future school funding expenditure 
beyond the forward estimates?
Mr Cook:  The CBMS, the Central Budget Management System, has always had, under all 
governments—to the best of my knowledge—a 10-year projection as part of that. That 
system is held by the Department of Finance, I think.
Senator O'NEILL:  So, the CBMS has the capacity for—
Mr Cook:  It is the accounting system for governments, and it is usually on a 10-year basis. 
The Department of
Finance manages that, rather than this department.
Senator O'NEILL:  Can you have access to that?
Mr Cook:  I understand we can have access to it, I think, but I am happy to take that on 
notice. 

Answer
The Central Budget Management System (CBMS) is the system used to manage the flow of 
financial information between Finance and Commonwealth Government agencies to facilitate 
cash and appropriation management, the preparation of budget documentation and financial 
reporting.

The department has access to the Education portfolio components of CBMS. 

The department’s estimates in CBMS currently only cover the forward estimates period, 
2014-15 to 2018-19.


