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Senator McKim, Nick asked on 10 February 2016, Proof Hansard page 41 

AITSL: paper put out by the Chief Scientists in December 2015 

Question

Senator McKIM:  No, no. I probably have the advantage on you in that I have it in front of me 
and you do not, so certainly I would not ask you to quote from it. There were 
recommendations made in this paper that in my view are likely to fall within AITSL's capacity 
to respond to, so I would like to just put them to you and ask whether AITSL has done 
anything in these areas. ... 
Ms Evans:  The answer to that is a little bit yes and a little bit no. Certainly, one of AITSL's 
jobs or tasks, part of its remit, is to improve the quality of teaching and school leadership, 
and that includes improving the quality of STEM teachers. Indeed, in initial teacher 
education, the new and strengthened standards and procedures around accreditation do 
identify the inputs, the prerequisites and the amount of time et cetera that we would expect 
graduates to have in relation to those subjects. I can again be quite specific by taking the 
question on notice for you. But all teachers need to be exposed to mathematics; how much 
of that is in their course, how many units they have to do—all of that is laid out. In terms of 
strengthening that, the new standards and procedures for accreditation will require some 
quite specific interrogation of the quality of programs, including science and mathematics 
elements. 

Answer

The Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership has provided the following 
response.

The Accreditation of initial teacher education programs in Australia: Standards and 
Procedures (Standards and Procedures) set out the requirements a primary program must 
meet in relation to content and discipline knowledge in relation to literacy, numeracy and 
science. These requirements are outlined in Schedule 1 of the Standards and Procedures 
(p.15) and are replicated below.

For secondary programs Schedule 1 (p.16) outlines the level of knowledge required for each 
teaching area. For those pre-service teachers being prepared to teach STEM subjects these 
requirements would apply.
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