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ACARA: Funding figures for government 

Question

Please provide the following funding figures for government, Catholic and Independent 
schools by state and national for 2013:
a) Average Australian Government recurrent funding per student
b) Average state/territory government recurrent funding per student
c) Average income from fees, charges and parent contributions per student
d) Average income from other sources per student
e) Total average gross recurrent income per student
f) Total average net recurrent income per student
g) Total Australian Government capital expenditure per student
h) Total state/territory government capital expenditure per student
i) Total government capital expenditure per student 

Answer

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority has provided the following 
response.

Regarding questions a) – f), please see the table over the page.

Regarding questions g), h), and i), a response follows.

Capital expenditure is expenditure incurred when money is used to buy or improve assets 
such as equipment, property or buildings. Capital expenditure supports infrastructure used 
over many years and can change significantly from year to year depending on the capital 
projects taking place at a particular school. The financial resources available to schools are 
directly influenced by the nature of the school (including its location and profile), its 
programs, its operations as well as the level of its enrolments.

ACARA does not collect data for the purpose of ‘per student’ reporting for a particular year, 
as this form of reporting implies that all capital expenditure is consumed and utilised that 
year. It is in fact consumed and utilised over a long period of time benefiting students over 
many years rather than students of that particular year.



Note – definitions are listed on the next page.




