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Training program a Tasmania-first

By CHRIS CLARKE

A TASMANIA first specialist
underwater vehicle training
program has successfully
started at Beauty Point this
week

The Underwater Centre,
outside Beaconsfeld, has
enrolled an elite trio of
engineering students from
across Australia and the world
to partake in the remotely
operated underwater vehicle

course
The three week session will
give the young men an

ponumly tn further their
careers, with the
lrajlm‘.g cred in very few

places across the country.
A forecast expansion of the
whal oil and gas Industry in
the next four years has

pmnplad the centre’s decision

o promote the training, with
'huad of traiming Paul Bury
saying the program will allow
students to work across the
glnbe

amassive growth
in the d.cm.'\n:i far RO
technology and ROV personnel
now,” he said.

"We'Te seeing, a
Tasmania and wqrhiul&c 48
the search for oil and gas
becomes more difficult, things
are deeper.

*There is a limit to how deep
divers can dive, so we're seeing
ag:asslve future with the

Vs "

Following successful
employment in Scotland in
1.[ revious years, the

nderwnter Centre's $200.000

€l Falcon, will now remain in
Tasmania.
“It's bnskalu-' an ROV that

can go underwater for an
untu-n!md Iength uftinw and
this particular machine can go
underwater to about 300
metres. which is far deeper
than most divers would ever,
ever venture,” Bury said.

“The vehicle has a colour
camers, so you can godown
and gct 'video fool
ey orud depth
divers usually go,
footage of sub—m pm}meq

“Partdcularly in places like
fish farms, a lot of fish farms
now use ROVs.
‘The centre will offer at least

two move underwater vehicle

training programs throughout
the remainder ofthL ynur

Decision expected today on health boss

A DECISION is expected be
made on former Hoyal Hobart
Hospital boss Jane Holden's fu-
ture today
Ms Holden was given until the
end of vesterday to demonstrate
why she should not be sacked.
An Integrity Commission ve-
part wbled in Parliament last
week accused Ms Holden of im-
Ermer!:r' L‘rr;,vloylng her hus-
and and former colleague,
ian Health
\Iurth West boss sz'l.n Austin.

The report found Ms Holden's
husband was paid almost
$200,000 working as a builder on
King Island and later in the
south of the state.

Mr Austin. who has alse been
accused of misconduct by em
ploying his wife and son, has
been suspended pending further
investigations.

Ms Halden has rejected the
allegatinns and has indicated
she will fight to clear her name.

She satd the [ntegrity Come

mission report did not present
all the etldunm

Ms Holden said that as chiel
executive of THO South, she did
net create a job for her husband,
and “did not In any way ensure
that he got it™,

Il Mz Holden is sacked she
will walk away with a 24-week
payout, plus I'iveweeks' in heu of
notiee and other entitlements.

Health Minister Michael
Fercumn is expectad to provide

uﬁdme on her empln? mant in
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Federal and
state bodies
join forces

will be the gold standard about how

By ROSEMARY BOLGER

TWO new government bodies to be
hased in Launcesion and tasked with
fast-tracking  development in the
state will join forces.

The federal ernment is in dis
cussions to eo-locate the Tasmanian
Major Projects Approval Agenr_y
with the state Liberals’ Office of the
Co-ordinator-General, which are due
to start cperating next month.

Both wern election promises de
signed to attract new investment and
streamline complex approval
processes often blamed for stalling
or putting off potential development.

The twa ters of government have
reaffirmed the July 1 starl ﬁl&,
despite being yet to iso an

space ar stafl appointments.

The 2.7 rmlllnn funding over
three years to federal
?p val cy was secured in the

Bass l.ihern'l MHR Andrew Nikolic
expected Industry Minister lan
Macfarlane to make an announce
ment shartly about the exact lo-
cation and head of the approval

agency.

Mr Nikolic said it made sense fo
the state and federal bodies to worl
e

ogether,
“ At the end of the three years, thig

We ENCOUrage New
stneamlinre and {dentify a path
Mikolic said.

lnvestment
MY

He named lh:'nhmls}es sand

farming venture and the
$185 million Musselroe

61)'

(=l

wourism Tesart as the type of projects
that could be assisted through the
needed.

layers of approvals

Mr Nikolic said it was not a matter

of weakening the environmental and

building standards required,
helping proponents navigate the pro

bt

c,us much quicker and avoid dnuhht

Slate Growth Minister dh_.-!atmew

Groom said yesterday that
been significant interest [n
ition of co-ordinator-general,
was advertised nationally
maonth.

had

P whieh

last

“It's a very important position,
we're very mnﬁdeml:) ﬂg can secure
al

someone
that will make a sign

¥, someone
differ-

ence |n advoeating opportunities

that exist
and international
eom said.

markets,”

in Tasmania to national

Mr

One of the new office’s first tasks
will be to assess and assist respon-
dents to the government’s call for

jdeas for development in national

We're on Sale
and you're invited

Popular styles
and sizes will

go first so get
in early

Sizes 8 -26
Selected

* Special Occasion
¢ Coats

e Tunics

* And more

Attention!

OPEN this Saturday 9am to 4pm

ShareeMARSHAIJ.

Open: Monday - Friday 9.00-5.00, Saturday 8.00-2.00
123 St Juha St {naxt 10 The Mew) Launceston. Ph 6331 2304
§| wwwshersemarshalftashion com.su

parks and World Heritage areas.
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