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In defence of CSIRO

TERRY McCrann (“Treasury, CSIRO
not credible”, 29-30/5) lundamentally
questionstheintegrity of CSIRO's sci-
ence and assuch demands a response.
The article makes a number of as-
sertions in respect Lo the “State of the
Climate” report released in March by
this country’'s two leading climate sci-
ence agencies  the CSIRO and Bu-
reau of Meteorology. At the core ol
these assertions is & graphic thal ap-
peared in the report that showed data
wilh annual mean levels of methane
and carbon dioxidein the almosphere
up Lo and including 2009,

We received leedback that the
araphwould be clearerifit showed the
marks on the axis for the vears re-
lerred to so thatl it would be clear the
graph included data beyond 2000. We
look this feedback on board, included
the axis marks for clarity and senl a
letter acknowledging the update to
Quadrant Online where the issue had
been originally highlighted.

CSIRO's research has produced a
record of the accumulalion of carbon
dioxide and methane in the atmos-
phere that is unparalleled world-wide,
Today every important laboralory ac-
ross Lthe world investigating the driv-
ers of climale change draws on this
unique observational data.

CSIRO remains ranked in the top
one per cent ol world scientilic
instilutions in 14 of 22 research lields.
wilh an average citation rale higher
than the Australian and international
average.

DrMegan Clark,. CEO. CSIRO

Scnate Economics Legislation Committee
Budget Estimates 2010-11
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