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Senator Urquhart asked: 

1. Is the Reef currently maintaining its diversity of species and ecological habitats with a 

stable or improving trend?   

2. What is the overall trend for these indicators? 

Answer: 

The Great Barrier Reef Outlook Report 2014 

(http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2855) assesses biodiversity and ecosystem 

health condition, along with trend in condition since the 2009 Outlook Report. It also considers 

the long-term outlook for the Reef overall. 

The 2014 Outlook Report findings include: 

 At the scale of the Great Barrier Reef Region, the majority of habitats are assessed to be 

in good to very good condition; however, an increasing number are in poor condition or 

have deteriorated since 2009. This includes two key habitats — coral reefs and seagrass 

meadows.  

 There is geographic variation in condition. The habitats, species and ecosystem 

processes of the northern third of the Great Barrier Reef remain in very good condition 

while those in the southern two-thirds — especially those inshore — have deteriorated, 

particularly seagrass meadows and coral reefs. The population of the iconic and culturally 

important dugong, which was already at very low levels compared with a century ago, has 

declined further in this part of the Region. 

 Species diversity remains very high and there have been no records of species extinction. 

Examples of species showing good recovery after past serious declines are: humpback 

whales, estuarine crocodiles, loggerhead turtles and green turtles (southern stock) — 

demonstrating that recovery is possible with long-term, strategic intervention.  

 The condition of a number of species has deteriorated since the 2009 assessment, with 

some important species such as sharks and rays, corals, some marine turtles and 

dugongs now assessed as being in poor condition. Two species of inshore dolphins are 

considered at high risk and in decline.  

http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2855
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 The Great Barrier Reef ecosystem is under pressure, including from a series of major 

storms and floods since 2006.  

 The cumulative effects of all impacts on the Reef are diminishing the ecosystem’s ability 

to recover from disturbances. This is likely to affect its ability to recover from serious 

disturbances, such as major coral bleaching events, which are predicted to become more 

frequent in the future.  

 Even with recent management initiatives to reduce threats and improve resilience, the 

overall outlook for the Great Barrier Reef is poor, has worsened since 2009 and is 

expected to further deteriorate in the future. 

The biodiversity and ecosystem health assessment summaries from the 2014 Outlook Report 

are provided in the images below. More detailed assessment tables are found on its pages 

34-36, 65-68, and 241-242. 

Responding to the issues 

The Reef 2050 Long-term Sustainability Plan guides governments, the community and 

industry in work to maintain and improve the condition of the Reef. Most actions in the Plan 

contribute to supporting the species and habitat diversity of the Great Barrier Reef, either 

directly or indirectly. For example, the biodiversity theme includes actions to understand, 

protect and manage species of conservation concern, especially dugongs, turtles and inshore 

dolphins. Similarly, a range of actions across both the ecosystem health and biodiversity 

themes aim to protect and restore habitats, reduce impacts, and ensure the condition of 

species and habitats is monitored and reported on effectively through time.  
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