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Senator Urquhart asked: 

1. While 14 of the 21 listed key threatening processes under the EPBC Act relate to the 

impacts of invasive species, but all nominations for  threatening processes involving 

invasive species since have been rejected due to the listing of ""novel biota"" as a key 

threatening process in that year.  Has a threat abatement plan been prepared for ""novel 

biota""?  

2. If not, why is there no coordinated framework for action under the EPBC Act to reduce the 

threat from novel biota?  

3. What steps have been taken specifically as a result of the novel biota listing? 

Answer: 

1. No. In 2012, the Threatened Species Scientific Committee considered the options to 

respond to the key threatening process, Novel biota and their impact on biodiversity. The 

committee decided that the best option was to develop threat abatement guidelines for 

novel biota, as they would be a more feasible, effective and efficient means to abate the 

key threatening process. In accordance with section 270A of the EPBC Act, the Minister 

subsequently agreed with the committee’s recommendation to develop threat abatement 

guidelines rather than a threat abatement plan. 

2. Threat abatement plans that fall under the broader category of novel biota continue to be 

used to implement threat abatement for specific threats. This year, the Minister made 

a new threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats. The Department is drafting 

revised threat abatement plans for the threats posed by feral pigs and chytrid fungus 

affecting frogs. 

3. In 2013, the Minister made threat abatement guidelines for the key threatening process of 

novel biota. The threat abatement guidelines provides advice on strategies and plans that 

lead threat abatement action for novel biota. The guidelines are available at: 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/key-threatening-processes/novel-

biota-impact-on-biodiversity 
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