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Senator Singh asked: 

What purpose are the reserves serving without management plans? 

Answer: 

Prior to management plans being in place, Commonwealth Marine Reserves are managed in 

accordance with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and 

IUCN principles. Transitional management arrangements have been implemented for the 

Commonwealth Marine Reserves proclaimed in 2012 to cover the period during which the 

statutory management plans are developed and then given effect. There will be no changes to 

"on the water" activity for any users during this period. 


