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Question Date:  29 October 2014 

Question Type:  Written 

Senator Ludwig asked: 

For any review commenced or ordered since Budget Estimates in June, 2014, have any 

external people, companies or contractors being engaged to assist or conduct the review? 

a. If so, please list them, including their name and/or trading name/s and any known alias 

or other trading names 

b. If so, please list their managing director and the board of directors or equivalent  

c. If yes, for each is the cost associated with their involvement, including a break down for 

each cost item 

d. If yes, for each, what is the nature of their involvement 

e. If yes, for each, are they on the lobbyist register, provide details. 

f. If yes, for each, what contact has the Minister or their office had with them 

g. If yes, for each, who selected them 

h. If yes, for each, did the minister or their office have any involvement in selecting them,  

i. If yes, please detail what involvement it was 

ii. If yes, did they see or provided input to a short list 

iii. If yes, on what dates did this involvement occur 

iv. If yes, did this involve any verbal discussions with the department 

v. If yes, on what dates did this involvement occur 

 

Answer: 

Department of the Environment 

a-h) Please see Attachment A. 

Portfolio Agencies  

The following Portfolio Agencies provided a ‘nil’ response for all questions listed above:  

Murray-Darling Basin Authority, Bureau of Meteorology, Clean Energy Regulator, Director of 
National Parks, National Water Commission and Sydney Harbour Federation Trust. 
 



ATTACHMENT A

Name of Review a)List any external 

people, companies or 

contractors being 

engaged to assist or 

conduct the review 

(including their name 

and/or trading name/s 

and any known alias or 

other trading names)

b) List their 

managing director 

and the board of 

directors or 

equivalent

c) For each list the cost 

associated with their 

involvement, including a 

break down for each cost 

item

d) For each what is 

the nature of their 

involvement?

e) Are they 

on the 

lobbyist 

register, 

provide 

details for 

each?

f) For each what 

contact has the 

Minister or their 

office had with 

them?

g) For each, who 

selected them

h) For each, 

did the 

minister or 

their office 

have any 

involvement 

in selecting 

them?

h.i) If yes, 

please detail 

what 

involvement 

it was

h.ii)If yes, did 

they see or 

provided 

input to a 

short list?

h.iii) If yes, on 

what dates 

did this 

involvement 

occur?

h.iv) If 

yes, did 

this 

involve 

any verbal 

discussion

s with the 

Departme

nt?

h.v) If yes, 

on what 

dates did 

this 

involveme

nt occur

Independent Review 

of the National 

Partnership 

Agreement on Coal 

Seam Gas and Large 

Coal Mining 

Development

Mr Stephen Hunter N/A Reviewer's Fees up to 

$29,700; Reviewer's 

travel as approved by the 

Department

Independent 

reviewer

No None known Minister for the 

Environment, the 

Hon Greg Hunt MP

Yes Ministerial 

appointment 

following 

consultation 

with parties 

to the 

National 

Partnership 

Agreement 

on Coal Seam 

Gas and Large 

Coal Mining 

Development

Yes 21/05/2014 No N/A

Second Expert Panel 

on a Declared 

Commercial Fishing 

Activity

Ms Mary Lack - Shellack 

Pty Ltd

Ms Mary Lack - 

Director

Total cost is $0 as the 

panel had not yet met.                

Professional Fees - 

$1000/day (GST Inclusive)

Chair of the Expert 

Panel

No None known Minister for the 

Environment, the 

Hon Greg Hunt MP

Yes The Expert 

Panel was 

selected and 

appointed by 

the Minister 

No 2/09/2014 No N/A

Associate Professor 

Simon Goldsworthy - 

South Australian 

Research and 

Development Institute

Professor Pauline 

Mooney - Executive 

Director

Total cost is $0 as the 

panel had not yet met. 

Professional Fees - 

$670/day (GST Inclusive)

Member of the 

Expert Panel

No None known Minister for the 

Environment, the 

Hon Greg Hunt MP

Yes The Expert 

Panel was 

selected and 

appointed by 

the Minister 

No 2/09/2014 No N/A

Professor Peter 

Harrison - Southern 

Cross University

Professor Peter Lee - 

Vice Chancellor

Total cost is $0 as the 

panel had not yet met. 

Professional Fees - 

$670/day (GST Inclusive)

Member of the 

Expert Panel

No None known Minister for the 

Environment, the 

Hon Greg Hunt MP

Yes The Expert 

Panel was 

selected and 

appointed by 

the Minister 

No 2/09/2014 No N/A

For any review commenced or ordered since the Budget Estimates (1 May 2014 - 30 Sep 2014), have any external people, companies or contractors being engaged to assist or conduct the review? 



Dr Cathy Bulman - 

CSIRO

Megan Clark - Chief 

Executive

Total cost is $0 as the 

panel had not yet met. 

Professional Fees - 

$670/day (GST Inclusive)

Member of the 

Expert Panel

No None known Minister for the 

Environment, the 

Hon Greg Hunt MP

Yes The Expert 

Panel was 

selected and 

appointed by 

the Minister 

No 2/09/2014 No N/A

The Commonwealth 

Marine Reserves 

Review (the Review)

1) The full membership 

of the Panels is 

available on the 

website: 

www.marinereservesre

view.gov.au/

2)  GHD Pty Ltd

1) Expert Scientific 

Panel (ESP) - 

www.marinereserves

review.gov.au/scienti

fic-review. 

Bioregional Advisory 

Panel (BAP) - 

www.marinereserves

review.gov.au/region

al-review 

2) Board of Directors:

Russell Board – 

Chairman, Ian 

Shepherd, May Ngui, 

Robert Knott, 

Michael Muntisov, 

Warren Traves, 

Ashley Wright, 

Richard Wankmuller, 

Peter Wasow, Mary 

Ann Hynes, Edward 

Roberts, Diane 

Lundquist

1)  Panel Members are 

paid the following daily 

sitting fees:

Chair / co-Chairs: $1078

ESP Member: $718

BAP Member: $615       

Panel Members are paid 

for preparation time per 

meeting, official travel 

time, travel expenses and 

allowances as set by 

Remuneration Tribunal 

Determination 2014/08 

Remuneration and 

Allowances for Holders of 

Part-time Public Office 

and 2013/16: Official 

Travel by Office Holders

2) The cost for the 

provision of services is: 

$87,459

1) Panel Members 

have been 

appointed as part 

time office holders 

of the Department 

of Environment

2) GHD Pty Ltd was 

engaged to:

- administer receipt 

of submissions for 

the independent 

review; 

- manage an online 

survey for the 

independent 

review; and

- provide a report 

on the submissions 

and survey results 

to the independent 

review

No 1) The ESP and BAP 

Chairs met with the 

Minister for the 

Environment on 5 

and 25/09/2014, 

plus the 

Parliamentary 

Secretary to the 

Minister for 

Agriculture on 

25/09/2014. The 

Minister provided a 

message for the 

ESP meeting of 23-

24/10/2014 and to 

the BAPs at their 5-

6/11/2014 meeting

2) Departmental 

records indicate 

that neither the 

Minister or his 

office have not met 

with this Company

1) All members were 

agreed by the Prime 

Minister, Minister 

for the Environment 

and the 

Parliamentary 

Secretary to the 

Minister for 

Agriculture as part 

of the process and 

jointly announced 

by them on 

11/09/2014

2) GHD Pty Ltd was 

the successful party 

who responded to a 

select Invitation to 

Quote for the 

services

1) Refer to 

answer at (g)

2) The quote 

assessment 

process did 

not involve 

the Minister 

for the 

Environment 

or his office

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A



Statutory Review of 

the Water Act 2007

Four member Expert 

Panel:

Chair - 

Mr Eamonn Moran 

Members - 

Mr Peter Anderson, 

Dr Steve Morton, 

Mr Gavin McMahon

Individuals appointed 

in their personal 

capacity

The Chair recieves a daily 

rate of $826. Other Panel 

members receive a daily 

rate of $621. 

For the time period: 

Mr Eamonn Moran 

(Chair): $23,240.38

Dr Steve Morton: 

$22,610.56

Mr Peter Anderson: 

$19,025.45

Mr Gavin McMahon: 

$21,323.79

Total expenditure for all 

members: $86,200.18

To conduct an 

independent 

review

No The Expert Panel 

has met with the 

Parliamentary 

Secretary three 

times to provide 

updates on the 

progress of the 

review

Parliamentary 

Secretary selected 

and appointed each 

panel member. All 

appointments were 

approved by the 

Prime Minister

Yes Appointment Yes Several 

between late 

2013 and 

early 2014

Yes Several 

between 

late 2013 

and early 

2014

The Ozone Acts 

Review

Allan Roche N/A Engaged for six months at 

the EL1 level

Mr Roche is 

assisting the Ozone 

Act Review Team 

to collate and draft 

the Review's 

Interim Report

No Nil Selected by Director 

of Ozone Protection 

and Synthetic 

Greenhouse Gas, 

Environment Quality 

Division

No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Review of the 

Renewable Energy 

Target

The Climate Change 

Authority has recruited 

people via secondments 

and non-ongoing 

contracts to assist in 

these reviews. It does 

not consider the other 

questions relevant on 

the basis of the nature 

of the engagements

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A



Review of Carbon 

Credits (Carbon 

Farming Initiative) 

Act 2011

The Climate Change 

Authority has recruited 

people via secondments 

and non-ongoing 

contracts to assist in 

these reviews. The 

Authority does not 

consider the other 

questions relevant on 

the basis of the nature 

of the engagements

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Synthesis of current 

knowledge of the 

biophysical impacts 

of dredging and 

disposal on the Great 

Barrier Reef

Please see: 

www.gbrmpa.gov.au/m

anaging-the-reef/how-

the-reefs-

managed/expanding-

knowledge-of-

dredging/the-dredge-

synthesis-panel

N/A The costs incurred by the 

Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park Authority between 

01/05/2014 and 

30/09/2014 included: 

travel and accomodation 

$16,410 (GST inclusive) 

and professional fees 

$6,600 (GST inclusive)

Expertise as part of 

the panel is as 

outlined below

No The Minister or his 

office did not have 

contact with the 

panel members in 

relation to this 

project

The Panel Members 

were selected by 

Great Barrier Reef 

Marine Park 

Authority Chairman 

Russell Reichelt and 

Australian Institute 

of Marine Science 

Chief Executive 

Officer John Gunn

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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