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Senator Siewert asked: 

Senator SIEWERT: Today, I know, which is why am asking. My count is that climate change 

gets mentioned twice in the paper, and that is actually not as a discussion. One is a reference 

and the second is in a box talking about one of the programs. That is why am asking what 

level of input you have had in terms of climate change and what needs to be done for 

agriculture to address it. 

Ms Hoitink: We have given climate change and adaptation views through the development of 

the department's response. How they are used by the relevant department is a different thing. 

But we have certainly given some climate change and adaptation views. 

Senator SIEWERT: That is why I wanted to know what level of involvement you have had in 

that. You have provided advice on adaptation? I do not mean to put words in your mouth, but 

that is what I interpreted you to have just said. 

Ms Hoitink: I did. 

Senator SIEWERT: In what part of the process did you do that? Was it at the very beginning, 

from the consultation process or when the green paper first when out? 

Ms Hoitink: I would like to get that for you. I do not have it with me at the moment. 

Senator SIEWERT: If you could take that on notice, it would be appreciated 

Answer: 

The Department of the Environment has contributed to the Agricultural Competitiveness White 

Paper process since October 2013. The Department provided input to and comments on drafts 

of the Issues Paper and the Green Paper, and participated in interdepartmental consultation 

forums. 

 


