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Senator Waters asked: 

In cases of this nature where there is intense contention is it the Department’s usual practice 

to refrain from conducting a site visit?   

 Please advise of a comparable case in which the Department refrained from conducting a site 

visit.   

 

Answer: 

The Department did visit the site during the assessment of the project. 

The level of public interest alone does not determine when the Department conducts site 

inspections. The Department uses a risk based approach to monitor compliance with the 

conditions of approvals.  

The National Environmental Significance Threat and Risk Assessment (NESTRA) tool informs 

the Department’s EPBC Compliance Monitoring Plan 2014-15. NESTRA allows the 

Department to focus its compliance monitoring acitivities on those projects which provide the 

greatest risk to matters on national environmental significance.  

 

 


