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Senator Urquhart asked: 

Does the Government accept that a reserve system in which so many ecosystems and 

species remain unprotected cannot be considered ecologically representative no matter if its 

17% of land area? 

If the Government has no funding for acquisition of land for new protected areas, how will it be 

possible for the government to ensure that the reserve system is ecologically representative as 

committed to by Australia under the Convention on Biological Diversity Aichi target 11? 

Answer: 

1. The Department considers that the target of protecting 17 per cent of terrestrial land by 

2020 has broadly been met, but accepts that some bioregions could be considered under-

represented.  

2. The Department is holding discussions with conservation partners, including State and 

Territory governments to identify opportunities for improving the management practices of 

our protected areas and the quality of the reserve estate.  

 


