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Senator Urquhart asked: 

Can you run us through the kinds of projects that have been funded through the Green Army 

Rounds to date and give an update on where these are at in terms of development?  

When are we likely to see a comprehensive report or audit of the outcomes and outputs of 

these projects? 

Answer: 

The Green Army Programme provides opportunities for young Australians aged 17-24 years to 

gain training and experience in environmental and heritage conservation fields and explore 

careers in conservation management, while participating in projects that generate real benefits 

for the environment. 

As at 17 June 2015, 300 Green Army Projects had commenced and 71 of these were already 

completed. 

These projects are guided by local community needs but also contribute to Australia’s national 

and international environmental priorities and obligations. Projects include activities such as: 

 cultural heritage conservation  

 heritage value conservation  

 environmental value conservation and restoration  

 propagation and planting of native seedlings  

 weed control  

 re-vegetation and regeneration of local parks  

 habitat protection and restoration  

 improving water quality by cleaning up waterways  

 re-vegetation of sand dunes and mangroves  

 creek bank regeneration  

 foreshore and beach restoration  

 construction of boardwalks and walking tracks to protect local wildlife.  

The outputs and outcomes of these projects are reported through an online monitoring, 

evaluation, reporting and improvement tool (MERIT), which has been developed in 

collaboration with the Atlas of Living Australia. Programme level data is already viewable by 

the public through the dashboard available on the MERIT homepage. 

The Department has also scheduled a mid-programme evaluation to occur in 2016-17 and a 

further programme review to occur in 2018-19. 
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