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Senator Urquhart asked: 

1. What are the feral animal and weed species the DNP has prioritised in its control 

efforts? 

2. What are its indicators of success in these control efforts? 

3. How much does the DNP spend annually on feral species control efforts? 

 

Answer: 

1. Feral animal and weed species are prioritised at each reserve in accordance with the 

reserve’s plan of management and the impact of the invasive species upon the natural 

values of the reserve. 

Work may be undertaken on other invasive species but the following are the main priorities 

for each reserve: 

Reserve Feral animal priorities Weed species priorities 

Ashmore Reef 

Commonwealth Marine 

Reserve 

 Tropical fire ants  

Australian National Botanic 

Gardens 

 Rabbits 

 Foxes 

 A broad range of control 
is undertaken in 
partnership with 
boundary neighbours 

Booderee National Park  Foxes  Bitou bush 

Christmas Island National 

Park 

 Yellow crazy ants 

 Cats 

 Rats 

 Siam Weed 

 False curry bush 

Kakadu National Park  Pigs 

 Buffalo 

 Cattle 

 Donkeys 

 Horses 

 Para grass 

 Olive hymenachne 

 Mimosa 

 Gamba grass 

 Salvinia 

 Perennial mission grass 

 Annual mission grass 
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Reserve Feral animal priorities Weed species priorities 

Norfolk Island National Park  Rodents (black rat, 
Polynesian rat and 
house mouse) 

 Cats 

 Africa olive 

 Red Guava 

Pulu Keeling National Park  Biosecurity measures to 
prevent introduction of 
species to island 

 Coral berry 

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 

Park 

 Cats 

 Foxes 

 Rabbits 

 Buffel grass 

 

2. Indicator of success in weed and feral animal control include a decrease in the distribution 

and abundance of priority weeds and feral animals and an increase in the native species of 

the reserve. 

Various methods are used to determine these indicators such as remote monitoring 

(through photography/video), GIS data mapping and surveys (eg animal trapping, transect 

data). 

3. In the 2014/15 financial year expenditure on feral species control efforts was 

approximately $2.1 million. 

Funding on control efforts varies as it can be supplemented in accordance with operational 

need and through other funding sources such as external funding programs and 

programmes with partners, including the National Environmental Research Programme. 


