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Bureau of Meteorology (BoM)

Current temperature rises

2 March 2017
Written

Senator Burston asked:

The BoM attributes current temperature rises to human industrial activity rather than the
historical ebb and flow of global warming and cooling as part of the natural phenomenon of
climate change. How much has the Earth’s temperature actually changed compared to the first
IPCC projections on about 19907

Answer:

Since 1990 the global mean temperature has increased by about 0.18 degrees Celsius
per decade. This is just below the lower range of projections published in the IPCC First
Assessment Report (0.2—0.5 degrees Celsius per decade). Temperature trends over short
periods, covering periods of less than 40 years, are sensitive to the selection of end years.



