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Senator Roberts asked: 

Please provide evidence that wind and solar can provide base load power while still allowing 

any needed reliable generators to be profitable? 

Answer: 

While the contribution of wind and solar power to the National Electricity Market (NEM) has 

increased in recent years, this makes up a relatively small component of current generation. 

According to the Australian Energy Regulator and Australian Energy Market Operator, wind 

and large scale solar power contribute 7.5% and 0.5% of the NEM’s generation capacity. 

Thermal generation through black coal, brown coal and gas supplies 71% of the NEM’s 

generation capacity. The relatively small capacity of wind and solar generation in the NEM 

means there is still significant demand for existing coal and gas generation to supply profitable 

forms of generation.   


