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Senator Urquhart asked: 

Senator URQUHART:  Are you aware of any commercially and financially viable CCS coal 

plants operating anywhere in the world? I mean plants that do not require public subsidy to be 

financially viable. 

Mr Heferen:  There is an element of that question that is very difficult. I do not mean to be 

obtuse, but for argument's sake China is still at a stage—I think they may have 100 per cent 

electrification; at least, they make that point—of building capacity. I am sure at least some of 

the new plants they are building are in the high efficiency low emission category, and they are 

certainly experimenting with carbon capture and storage, but the nature of the Chinese system 

is that they are state owned enterprises. When you say, 'without a public subsidy,' I would not 

say Australia is unique, but a lot of countries are yet to move to that idea of the pretty 

comprehensive privatisation we have across the system, and I am not sure of the situation 

here. I am familiar with China, but it may be best if we took that on notice to give a more 

comprehensive response. 

Senator URQUHART:  That would be good. It might be good to take the other one on the 

building time frame on notice, because I understand the last one took somewhere around 

seven years. 

Mr O'Toole:  We can take that on notice. 

Answer: 

According to the Global CCS Institute, and a story in the online edition of the Independent 
newspaper, in October 2016 Carbon Clean Solutions Limited initiated operation of a 
commercially viable carbon capture and utilisation (CCU) coal-fired generation system in 
Chennai, India, without any government subsidies or grants.  


