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Senator Roberts asked: 

Would an increase in CO2 from 0.04% to 0.1% (400ppm to 1000ppm) significantly increase 

plant growth? 

How then is coal unclean? 

Answer: 

Elevated levels of carbon dioxide may increase the growth rates of some plants.   

However the nitrogen content of certain crops and plants grown under elevated levels of 

carbon dioxide can be reduced, thereby reducing the levels of protein. Reduced nitrogen and 

protein content in crops like wheat and rice has a detrimental effect on the nutritional value of 

these globally important staple foods.   

 


