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Senator Canavan asked: 

Senator CANAVAN:  Do you have the powers to do that right now? This is an Income Tax 

Assessment Act issue, so would you have the powers to subpoena documents and those 

types of things?  

Dr Kennedy:  I will take on notice the particulars of whether we sought that information. That 

will also allow me to just consult with colleagues about the usual practice—and we will do 

everything we can to respond to you in the usual way—of revealing information about 

particular compliance cases. I am sure we can address the issue. 

Answer: 

The Department does not have coercive powers under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 

or the Taxation Administration Act 1953. The Department is able to refer matters to the 

Australian Taxation Office and/or the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission 

should it believe that a matter requires the exercise of such powers. 


