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Senator Rachel Siewert asked:

In this year’s budget, the Department of Agriculture ceased funding a highly successful
community mental health and family and relationship counselling services program in
drought affected communities, which was administered by the Department of Social Services.
Can the Department advise what alternative measures have been put in place, given many
rural communities are facing challenging times and clinical mental health services are
problematic in rural communities?

Answer:

Under the Enhanced Social and Community Support Measure (Drought Assistance Package)
funded by the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources, the Department of Social
Services delivered additional Community Mental Health Support and Family and
Relationships Services to drought-affected communities in 69 Local Government Areas.
Grant agreements concluded as scheduled on 30 June 2016. Community Mental Health and
Family and Relationship Services funded by the Department continue to be available
nationally. The Government is also integrating and commissioning mental health services
through the Primary Health Networks (PHNs). PHNs will support farming families and
communities in their regions by improving coordination and continuity of care.



