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Question:  

 

Senator McLUCAS:  My next question is: how many people die each year? 

Mr Bowles:  About 15,000. 

Senator McLUCAS:  And the number of people who are seriously disabled, do we have that 

figure? 

Dr Southern:  The burden of disease—  

Senator McLUCAS:  The whole burden of disease data. 

Dr Southern:  I do not have it with me.  

Senator McLUCAS:  Take it on notice. 

Dr Southern:  We can take it on notice.   

 

 

Answer: 

 

In 2010, tobacco smoking was the third highest contributing risk factor for disease in 

Australia, responsible for 8.3 per cent of the total burden of disease.   

 6.3 per cent of the total burden of disease for women; and 

 9.9 per cent of the total burden of disease for men.
1
 

Tobacco smoking is responsible for around one in five deaths among Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people(s) and 12 per cent of the total burden of disease and injury for this 

population group.
2
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