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Question:
Has there been a proportionate shift of maternity cases from the private to the public sector in
recent years, and what impact has this had on government health spending?
Answer:

Equivalent data comparing public and private sector utilisation levels for non-admitted
patient maternity services is not available.

During the period 2009-10 to 2011-12 the Commonwealth funded maternity services through
four main channels; the Medicare Benefits Schedule; the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme;
the Private Health Insurance rebate subsidy; and the National Healthcare Agreement.
However, due to the nature of these programs it is not possible to identify total government
health spending on maternity services under all of them, and hence a total is not available.



