Senate Community Affairs Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
HEALTH PORTFOLIO
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2014 - 2015, 22 October 2014

Ref No: SQ14-001126

OUTCOME: 7 - Health Infrastructure, Regulation, Safety and Quality
Topic: Cosmetic Testing

Type of Question: Written Question on Notice

Senator: Rhiannon, Lee

Question:

If a cosmetic ingredient meets the safety requirements set out in the EU cosmetics regulation,
EU Regulation 1223/2009, on the basis of a different data-set than appears in the relevant
Schedule/s of the ICNA Act, (for example if acute toxicity test data appears for the oral route
of administration but not the dermal route), would additional animal test data for the dermal
route of acute toxicity testing also be required by NICNAS before the substance can be used
in cosmetics in Australia?

Answer:

The toxicological data requirements set out in Part C of the Schedule to the Industrial
Chemicals (Notification and Assessment) Act 1989 would only apply if the new chemical was
being introduced in volumes of one tonne or greater per year. Variation to the scheduled data
requirements could be sought for acute dermal toxicity on the basis of the acute oral toxicity
test result and the dermal absorption properties (measured or estimated) of the notified
chemical.



