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Senator Brown asked: 
 
Can the Department please remind the Committee why, in 2009, the Department considered 
that the pension should be increased by the higher of CPI, PBLCI or MTAWE? 
 
Answer: 
 
The Department’s consideration of pension indexation arrangements based on the relativities 
between the Consumer Price Index, Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index and Male 
Total Average Weekly Earnings reflected the views in the Pension Review (Harmer Review) 
Report published in February 2009.  
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