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Question:   

Senator CAMERON: Let me rephrase it then: can you advise me as to whether you fact 

checked and raised the issue of CPI with the PMO?  

Ms Campbell: Can I clarify what you mean by CPI?  

Senator CAMERON: The CPI is changing, which will mean that pensioners will be worse off. 

The CPI is moving from one CPI measurement to the other, and it will mean less payment.  

Ms Golightly: I think the CPI change you are talking about is the one proposed for 2017.  

Ms Campbell: No, he is talking about the definition of CPI.  

Ms Golightly: Okay, sorry.  

Senator Payne: We will take this question on notice.  

Senator CAMERON: I want to try—  

Senator Payne: I think it does constitute advice to government, but we will take it on notice.   

 

Answer: 

The Department of Human Services (the department) verified the pension rate increases that 

were included in the letter mailed to Age Pension recipients in October 2014.   

The department did not have contact with the Prime Minister’s Office regarding the letter.  

 

 

 


