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Question:
Can the Minister confirm that the current GP Assist Tasmania combined nurse and GP triage
service is widely acknowledged as the most cost effective and best model of after-hours
health care available?
Answer:
The Commonwealth has funded GP Assist Tasmania to a total of approximately
$28.3 million over the period from 2003 until 2012-13 with the current funding providing
$7 million for the two years up to until 30 June 2013. The range of services and associated
costs as provided by GP Assist Tasmania and those provided through the national health

telephone advice and triage services are not directly comparable. It is not therefore possible
to comment on or validate claims of superior cost efficiency.



