Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES - 18 OCTOBER 2012
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE

Human Services Portfolio

Topic: Overpayment causes
Question reference number: HS 44

Senator: Siewert

Type of question: Written question

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 7 December 2012
Number of pages: 6

Question:

Budget Estimates, May 29 2012 Answers to Questions on Notice HS99 provided an
analysis of the top ten reasons for Centrelink overpayments in the Northern Territory.
Please provide the same information nationally, and for each state and territory,
including the overall totals of overpayments, for 2010-11 and 2011-127

Answer:

The following table shows the total number and value of debts raised in 2010-11 and
2011-12 financial years.

Financial Year Value of Number of
Debts Raised Debts Raised

2010-11 $1,646.4 million 1,193,921

2011-12 $1,714.4 million 1,066,564

The breakdown, showing the top 10 debt reasons for the 2010-11 and 2011-12
financial years, nationally and for each state and territory, is at Attachment A. Please
note, there are differences in the top 10 debt reasons per state, per year and nationally.
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