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Senator Nigel Scullion

Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs
SG.36 Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Scullion

[ am writing in response to correspondence from you to the Secretary of my Department,
Mr Finn Pratt PSM and to the Secretaries of a number of Australian Government
Departments. You requested a list of all Indigenous programs and a range of information
about.those programs.

It is appropriate and common practice that correspondence seeking information about the
administration of government programs should be directed to Ministers, not Secretaries. As
such, 1 am responding on behalf of relevant portfolio Ministers.

The Australian Government is committed to public accountability in relation to Indigenous
programs, to ensure they are properly targeted and effective in overcoming Indigenous
disadvantage. Through portfolio Budget statements, departmental annual reports, the Prime
Minister’s annual Closing the Gap Statement and COAG reporting processes, we have
established strong monitoring and accountability arrangements.

The Government is making unprecedented investments to Close the Gap, to overcome
decades of under-investment in services and infrastructure in both mainstream and
Indigenous specific programs. This includes major investments in housing, Indigenous
health. education and employment.

Information about Indigenous programs is available in relevant Portfolio Budget Statements
and is available at http://www.budget.pov.au and in Departmental annual reports which are
available on each Department’s website. I have attached a list of Indigenous programs for
my Department, which are publicly available on the sites identified, for your reference.

Senators can, of course, seek information relating to Budget estimates through the Budget
estimates process, including through questions on notice. As is normal practice, officials will
be available to answer detailed questions in relation to appropriations at the forthcoming
Estimates Hearing. You also have the opportunity to direct parliamentary questions on notice
to Ministers.



Thank you for your continuing interest in thesc matters.

Yours sincerely

JENNY MACKLIN MP



OUTCOME OUTCOME DESCRIPTION | PROGRAM | PROGRAM PROGRAM vmﬁ.mx_p_..s PROGRAM COMPONENT OBJECTIVE
i NAME AND NUMBER | NAME OBJECTIVE COMPONENT
| NUMBER NAME
Incigenous Closing the gap in 7.1 * Economic To improve the Community To strengthen Indigenous communities and support Indigenous people in remote m:mmml
[ 7.0 Indigenous disadvantage ! Development capacity of Development | through community development and participation opportunities that develop skills,
with improved wellbeing, and indigenous Employment | improve capacity, work readiness and employability and link with local priorities.
capacity to participate Participation Australians to Projects {CDEP) |
economically and socially participate inthe | Program _w
and to manage life- aconomy. [
transitions for Indigenous _,
Australians through
Indigenous engagement,
coordinated whole of
government pelicy advice
and targeted support
services.

7.2 Indigenous To improve the Remote | To deliver programs and projects that support the National Partnership Agreement on
housing and quality and supply | Indigenous Remote Indigenous Housing, as part of the $5.5 billion commitment, including the Remote
infrastructure of Indigenous Housing Indigenous Energy Program, the Army Aboriginal Community Assistance Program, and other

housing and housing and infrastructure projects. In addition, funding is provided for delivery of some
infrastructure in municipal and essential services to Indigenous communities under existing arrangements
remote pending the implementation of revised arrangements for roles, responsibilities and funding
i communities. across governments as agreed under the National Partnership Agreement on Remota
| Indigenous Housing.
|
|
Indigenous Ta provide funding to establish student accommodation for Indigenous young people from
Boarding remote areas.
Hostels

Partnerships

—




_zm;m.anogm OUTCOME DESCRIPTION | PROGRAM | PROGRAM | PROGRAM OBIECTIVE PROGRAM PROGRAM COMPONENT OBJECTIVE S R
NAME AND NUMBER NAME COMPONENT
“ NUMBER NAME
M 2
indigenous | Closing the gap in 73 Native Title | To support Indigenous rights | Native Title To provide representation and assistance for native title holders and claimants
170 Indigenous disadvantage and Land to land recognised or in their efforts to gain formal recognition of native title rights and in the
with improved wellbeing, Rights provided for through exarcise of those rights, through a network of funded native title representative |
capacity to participate Commonwealth land rights bodies and native title service providers. The formal recognition and exercise of
sconomically and socially legislation and facilitate the native title rights can contribute to closing the gap for affected communities by
and to manage life- representation and facilitating greater economic and social participation.
transitions for Indigenous assistance of native title B
Australians through claimants and holders inthe | Land Rights To support Indigenous rights to land recognised or provided for through

Indigenous engagement,
coordinated whole of
government policy advice
and targeted support
services.

pursuit and exercise of
native title rights.

Commonwealth land rights legislation.




OUTCOME | OUTCOME DESCRIPTION | PROGRAM | PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM COMPONENT OBJECTIVE ; ?
NAME AND NUMBER NAME OBJECTIVE COMPONENT

NUMBER NAME

Indigencus | Closing the gap in 7.4 Indigenous T provide support Abaoriginal and To provide a secure and ongoing source of funds to the Indigenous Land Corperation .
7.0 | Indigenous disadvantage

with improved wellbeing,
capacity to participate
economically and socially
and to manage life-
transitions for Indigenous
Australians through
Indigenous engagement,
coordinated whole of
government policy advice
and targeted support
services.

Capability and
Development

for individuals,
families and
communities to
improve wellbeing,
capability and
governance.

Torres Strait
Isiander Land

in perpetuity. These funds provide economic, environmental, social and cultural
benefits for Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders by assisting in the

Account acquisition and management of an Indigenous land base.

Aboriginals To administer statutory royalty equivalent monies calculated from royalties paid to
Benefit Account | Government from mining on Aboriginal land in the Northern Territory under the
{Special Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976, consistent with the EMA Act,

Appropriation)

The Aboriginals Benefit Account (ABA) funds are held in trust and distributed for the
benefit of Aboriginal people living in the Northern Territory. Funds are distributed to
the four Northern Territory land councils for administrative purposes; to royalty
associations for areas affected by mining; to the Office of Township Leasing for
administration costs and rental payments associated with township leases; as grants
for the benefit of Aboriginal people living in the Northern Territory; and to meet
expenses associated with administering the ABA.

Support for
Constituticnal
Recognition for
Indigenous
Australians

To provide funding to build public awareness and community support for the
recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Constitution.
Reconciliation Australia will be funded to lead the community awareness initiative.
Guided by a reference group of several former Expert Panel members and business
and community groups, it will support community groups and activities aimed at
increasing public awareness and support for constitutional recagnition.

Indigenous
Communities
Strategic
Investment

Enables strategic investment in remote service delivery communities and elsewhere,
in order to address priority needs.

Flexible funding has two subcomponents — indigenous Communities Strategic
Investment (ICSI} and Indigenous Remote Service Delivery Special Account

Breaking the
Cycle of Alcohol
and Drug Abuse
in Indigenous

Under the Breaking the Cycle of Alcohol and Drug Abuse in Indigenous Communities
Activity, the Government has committed $20 million over three years (2011-12 to
2013-14) to assist a number of communities in remote, regional or urban areas
address alcohol and substance misuse issues through the development and

Communities implementation of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Management Plans.

Activity

Indigenous To deliver services that support Indigenous individuals, families and communities to
Capability and improve their wellbeing and engagement with government, with a focus on

Development

leadership, capacity building and promoting Indigenous culture and knowledge, and
to provide funding for independent organisations that deliver similar functions.




O,C._.ho?..,m OUTCOME DESCRIPTION PROGRAM PROGRAM PROGRAM OBJECTIVE PROGRAM | PROGRAM COMPONENT OBIECTIVE s e
{ NAME AND NUMEBER NAME COMPONENT NAME W
NUMBER w
indigenous | Closing the gap in 7.5 Closingthe | To provide whole-of-government Food Security | To promote food security for Aboriginal communities in the
7.0 Indigenous disadvantage Gap in the policy coordination and to . Northern Territory and enhance the contribution that community
with improved wellbeing, Northern implement targeted measures in i stores make to this.
capacity to participate Territory relation to the National Partnership | Tackling Alcohol _

economically and socially
znd to manage life-
transitions for Indigencus
Australians through
angagement, Indigenous
coordinated whole of
government policy advice
and targeted support
services.

Agreement on Closing the Gap in
the Northern Territory, which aims
to protect women and children,
improve community capacity and
provide sustainable community
development in prescribed
communities, This measure ceased
on 30 June 2012 and transitioned
to the new 10-year Stronger
Futures in the Northern Territory
National Partnership Agreement

Abuse

To contribute to the safety of women and children, reduce
violence and associated alcohol and substance abusa and promote
personal responsibility and community norms.

Governance and
Engagement

To strengthen engagement and governance capacity of

government, community members and organisations in the
Northern Territory.

Leasing on Indigenous
Land in the Northern
Territory

Provides payment of rent for the leasing of Indigenous land.




