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Senator Scullion asked:
If a Land Council declines to grant leases under the Aboriginal Lands Rights Act, and the

departments view is that the Land Councils decision to decline the leases is not reasonable,
what options are available to the department to resolve the matter?

Answer:

The Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 governs the manner in which a
land council performs its functions.

Neither the Minister nor the Department has power to direct the Northern Land Council on
this matter.



