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Senator Fielding asked:

» Did the department prepare a post-election brieafoewly elected Coalition
Government (the ‘Blue Book’)?

* Can the department provide the committee with & adphis brief?

* If not, can the department outline its reasonsdéising to provide a copy of this brief?

» If the department will not provide a copy of thiselh because it contains confidential or
sensitive information, can the department providedacted copy of this brief as was
done by the Treasury Department?

* Has the Minister given any instructions to the d&pant regarding the release of this
brief and if so, what were these instructions?

Answer:

As is usual practice, the Department began to jpeeparaft brief for the current Opposition
but did not finalise it. As this brief was a drdficument that did not require finalisation it
has been permanently removed in accordance withal@administrative practice.

As the document does not exist, it cannot be pex/id the Committee. The Minister has
not provided the Department with any instructiomgarding the release or destruction of the
draft brief prepared for the current Opposition.



