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Senator Siewert asked:  
 
What were the dates of the advice from the World Health Organization and the Expert 
Advisory Group on Antimicrobial Resistance in relation to antibiotic resistance marker 
genes? 
 
 
Answer: 
 
Advice on antibiotic resistance marker genes was originally provided by the World Health 
Organization in 1993.  Further consideration of this issue was published in 2000, to inform 
the development of guidance documents by the Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Taskforce 
on Foods Derived from Biotechnology.  
 
On 31 July 2001, Professor John Turnidge, the then Chair of the Expert Advisory Group on 
Antimicrobial Resistance, advised the Australia and New Zealand Food Regulation 
Ministerial Council that the use of antibiotic resistance marker genes in GM crops presented 
no public health and safety concerns.  
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