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Question:

It is now well known that climate change poses significant risks to health that require

government commitment, action and expenditure to address. Please outline the specific
programs of the department of health in response to this?

Answer:

The Department of Health does not have any specific programs that focus only on the health
impacts of climate change.

Health impacts of climate change are managed through existing monitoring, surveillance and
response programs that can be deployed on a relatively short timeframe and can be scaled up
or down to meet any demonstrated long-term changes in prevalence of a disease.

This is consistent with the World Bank Group report the World Bank Group Approach and
Action Plan for Climate Change and Health which states that the single most significant
predictor of future health impacts of climate change may be a population’s current health
status, ancll that effective resilience relies on a country’s progress towards universal health
coverage.

! Report available at: http://www.worldbank.org/
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