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Question:  

 

Senator WATT:  I think that is important to know. Is there anyone present who was involved 

in those discussions? 

Mr Smith:  Yes, the department was consulted. 

Senator WATT:  Prior to the announcement of this measure? 

Mr Smith:  Yes. 

Senator WATT:  When did that occur? How far before the budget? 

Mr Smith:  I would want to take that on notice. In the weeks and months leading up to, but I 

would be very careful about giving you a date without checking that.   

 

 

Answer: 

 

The Department was first consulted on the Department of Social Security "Welfare Reform: 

Drug and alcohol abuse" Budget measure on 15 December 2015. 

 

The Department was consulted on this specific Budget measure in the lead up to the 2017-18 

Budget from early 2017.  Department of Social Security had previously consulted the 

Department about the concept of testing welfare recipients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


