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Question:

Senator WATT: I have some questions about the department's approach to drug and alcohol
services. Can you please provide the average waiting time for someone to access residential
rehab services in each state and territory?

Dr Studdert: I do not have my key advisers here, but [ am fairly certain we would have to
take that on notice. It is a matter for the states and territories—

Mr Bowles: It would be a state and territory issue, Senator.

Senator WATT: If you could take on notice a state-by-state breakdown—

Answer:

The Department of Health does not have figures on the average waiting time for residential
rehabilitation beds in each state and territory.

The majority of residential rehabilitation services are funded by states and territories. The
Alcohol and Other Drugs Treatment Services National Minimum Data Set does not currently
capture this information. However, the Department is working with the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare to investigate if such data may be able to be incorporated in the future.



