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Senator Brown asked:

Has the Department modelled the difference between the current rates of the pension as a
result of the 2009 changes compared with what the pension would be if the pension had been
indexed to CPI since that time? Can you please provide the difference for single parents on
parenting payment, for a single pensioner on the full rate, and for a couple on the full rate?

Answer:
Maximum basic rate (MBR)
Current maximum | at 20 March 2014 with CPIl | Difference
basic rate only indexation on and
from 20 September 2009
Single $19,916 a year $17,856.80 a year $2,059.20
$766 a fortnight $686.80 a fortnight $79.20
Couple (each) $15,012.40 a year $13,460.20 a year $1,552.20
$577.40 a fortnight $517.70 a fortnight $59.70
Parenting Payment $17,973.80 a year $16,229.20 a year $1,744.60
Single (underage  ["gg91 30 a fortnight $624.20 a fortnight $67.10
pension age)

This scenario assumes that CPI only indexation was applied on and from the 20 September
2009 indexation. The figuring includes the $30 a week increase to single base rate to improve
the single-couple ratio implemented from 20 September 2009. The scenario covers only the
base rate of pension, and excludes amounts for add-ons such as Pension Supplement, Clean
Energy Supplement, Rent Assistance, Carer Allowance and Carer Supplement.




