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Senator Brown asked: 
 
As social policy experts, does the Department believe that pushing young people into poverty 
for six-month periods is good social policy? 
a. Were those concerns ever brought to the attention of the Minister? 

- If yes, then we can take from that that those concerns were ignored by the Minister? 
 
Answer: 
 
The Senate has resolved that officers of a department of the Commonwealth shall not be 
asked to give opinions on matters of policy. 
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