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Question: 
Senator CAMERON: What is the extent or limit of your powers to undertake medical reviews 
on DSP recipients?  
Ms Campbell: When you say 'the extent of our powers' do you mean our capability?  
Senator CAMERON: What do you have? Do you have capabilities or do you have powers? 
You have got powers; you can direct people to do it.  
Ms Campbell: Are you talking about our staff capability?  
Senator CAMERON: I am talking about: what legislative basis do you have to pull them in to 
do this?  
Ms Golightly: As you point out, we do have power to ask people to come in for their review 
under the Social Security Act. We do that now.  
Senator CAMERON: Maybe if you can just give me details of those powers, on notice if you 
would like. 
 
Answer: 
The department can require a person to undergo medical, physical or psychological 
examination under section 63 of the Social Security (Administration) Act 1999.  This section 
of the Act provides for examinations for the following payments: 
• Disability Support Payment; 
• Parenting Payment; 
• Youth Allowance; 
• Newstart Allowance; 
• Sickness Allowance; 
• Special Benefit; and 
• Mobility Allowance. 
 
 


