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Senator Cash asked:

1. Why was there a decrease of $10.7 million in expenditure on the Essential Medical
Equipment Payment program in the 2012-13 financial year when compared to the 2012-13
estimate? 2. Why has the expenditure on the Essential Medical Equipment Payment program
halved over the forward estimates? 3. How many people will be affected by the reduction in
funding for the program? 4. How many claims have been made so far in the 2012-13
financial year?

Answer:

1. Estimated expenditure on the Essential Medical Equipment Payment program in the
2012-2013 financial year has been revised to reflect take-up rates.

2. The payment has now been available since 1 July 2012 and the revised forward
estimates are based on actual take-up rates.

3. Zero.
4. 31,292 claims at 31 May 2013.



