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Question:
A 2011 report by the Mental Health Council of Australia highlighted the levels of stigma
experienced by mental health consumers from mental health professionals. What measures
are being undertaken by the Department to develop and deliver evidence-based mental health

programs that address these levels of stigma so that consumers and carers can be treated with
respect and dignity within our mental health system?

Answer:

The Department of Health and Ageing funded the Mental Health Council of Australia’s
survey and report on stigma in the mental health workforce.

The Australian Government provides funding for several projects and programs designed to
reduce stigma for all members of the community including those providing primary mental
healthcare services. These programs include national initiatives such as beyondblue: the
national depression and anxiety initiative, SANE, StigmaWatch and Mindframe, in addition
to programs such as headspace and the school based programs MindMatters and KidsMafter.



