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OUTCOME 11: Mental Health
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Number of pages: 2

Senator: Senator Wright

Question:

What is the average hourly cost of doctors, psychologists and psychiatrists?

Answer:

The Australian Government is responsible for setting the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS)
fees with rebates of 100 per cent of the MBS fee available for general practitioner
consultations. For all other consultations covered under the MBS, the patient receives

85 per cent of the fee if the service is provided out-of-hospital, or 75 per cent of the fee if the
service is provided in-hospital.

However, under section 51 (xxiiiA) of the Constitution, the Australian Government has no
authority to control the amount health providers actually charge for their services. Health
providers are free to determine the value of the health service they provide. This means that
doctors, psychologists and psychiatrists are under no obligation to charge the MBS fee set by
the Australian Government.

The MBS rebate for services provided by doctors, psychologists and psychiatrists is also
determined by the amount of time each consultation takes. The following table outlines the
MBS rebates for services provided by general practitioners, psychologists and psychiatrists
under the Better Access to Psychiatrists, Psychologists, and General Practitioners under the
Medicare Benefits Schedule initiative.
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